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CHILD PROTECTION — MANDATORY REPORTING 
Question without Notice 875 — Answer Advice 

HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.03 pm]: I would like to provide 
an answer to Hon Nick Goiran’s question without notice 875 asked on 28 October. 
I seek leave to have the response incorporated into Hansard. 
[Leave denied.] 
The PRESIDENT: Member, I ask that you read the answer out. 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: The answer is — 
(1)–(2) The mandatory reporting service refers all reports to the Western Australia Police Force through the 

ChildFIRST child assessment interview team under section 124D(2) of the Children and Community 
Services Act 2004. Child sexual abuse of a criminal nature where parents are protective falls outside the 
Department of Communities’ mandate to investigate. The mandatory reporting service intakes these cases 
with no further action for Communities and refers them to the ChildFIRST CAIT for further investigation 
by the WA police. Communities and WA police share information in order to assist in the exercising of 
their respective duties, functions and powers, and provide timely information to each other relating to the 
mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse, subject to any relevant legal or operational considerations. 
Separate from the circumstances outlined above, WA police do not, as a matter of course, provide routine 
updates to Communities on every mandatory report submitted to the mandatory reporting service. 

(3) There is not a backlog of what the member referred to as “incomplete investigations”. In 2020–21, there 
were 4 272 mandatory reports that led to 1 043 child safety investigations. A mandatory report may not 
proceed to CSI for several reasons, including: the mandatory report received relates to an investigation that 
is already open; multiple mandatory reports are received for the same child or matter; and/or the mandatory 
report relates to a matter that is referred to WA police to conduct a criminal investigation. This may include 
an allegation of extra-familial sexual abuse, where a matter relates to historical child sexual abuse, or where 
there is evidence of criminality. Mandatory reports of child sexual abuse are submitted in relation to a child. 
The working with children screening unit may receive notification from WA police under section 17 of 
the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 when a person in child-related work, 
or reasonably believed to be in child-related work, has been charged or convicted of a relevant offence. 
As a result, the WWC screening unit is authorised to assess or re-assess the suitability of the person to hold 
or retain a working with children card. An interim negative notice may be issued in some cases when the 
WWC screening unit receives information relevant to the immediate safety of children—for example, 
a charge or conviction for a relevant offence. This prohibits a person from engaging in child-related work 
during the assessment or re-assessment until a final decision is made. The subsequent issuing of a negative 
notice would prohibit the person from being engaged in child-related work. 
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